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heSouth of the Cape,but ac i the winde being con-

# putround againe § Bay ( Ced : and

B« <RGOS ETE {a&ﬂf‘:"ﬂ’g‘hﬂ in ghs
Bay, which is a good harbour and pleafant Bay, circle

round, exceptin the entrance, which is about foure miles

ouer from land to land, compatled abou to the very Sea

with Okes, Pines, Iuniper,Salafras, and other fweet wood;

it is a harbour wherein 1000, faileof Ships may fafely ride,

there we relieued our felues with wood and water, and re-

frethed our people,while our Mallop was fitted to coaltthe

Bayjto fearch for an habitation: therewas the greatefi flore

of gowlethatcucr welaw, .

And cuery day we faw Whales playing hard by vs, of
which in that place,if we had inftraments & meanes o take
them, mmiggrbmemadn very rich returne, which to
ol el e o";;f gl
others experi ing, {led, we might haue
madethree or fometboaﬁﬁ werth of Oyle; they

preferred it beforeGreenland Whale-fthing,& purpofe the

pext winter to filh for Whale here ; for Cod we atlayed,bue
found none,thereisgood ftore no doubt in their feafon.
Neither got we any filh all the time we lay there, but fome
few little onesonche thore, We found great Mufsles, and
very facand full of Sea pearle, but we could not ear them,
forthey madevsall fickethat dideat, aswell faylers as paf-
{engers; they caufedro caltand fecure, butthey were foone
wellagaine, The bay is fo round &ciicling, that before we
could cometo anchor,wewent round allthe points of the
Compatle. Wecould not come necre the flose by three
quarters of an Englith mile, becaufe of fhallow warer,
which wasa great preiudice to vs, for our people going on
fhore were forced to wadea bow thoot or two in going a-
land,which caufed many to get coldsand coughs, for it was
ny timesfreezing cold weather,

This day beforewe cameto h

v ‘meoay;

fours, as we fhoisd by ¢o fentagi and
chofe, and fet our hand pat tollowes word fox
wmé»

N the name ot God, Amen. We whole names are vndes-

written theloyall Subie@s of our dread foveraigae Lord
King I A mE s,by the grace of God of Great Brisaine, France,
and Irelend King, Defender of the Faith, &¢.

Having vnder-taken for thé glory of God, and advance-
ment of the Chriftian Faizh, and honour of our and
Countrey, a Voyage to plant the firft Colony in the Nor-
therne parts of V 18 G181 A,doeby thefe prefents folemnly
& nweaally in the prefence of Ged and one of another cove-
nant,and combine our fclues wgc;ham:m_dvmbogm
W,fotombamnzdmn;f and dpxcfmm,md
rance of the ends aforefaid ; and by vertue hereof to en-
&, conltitute;and frame fuch jut and equall Lawes, Ordi-
nances, ads, conftitutions,oftices from timeto time,as fhall
be thoughtmoft meetand convenient for the generall good
of the Colony: vate which we promife all due fubmilfion
#nd obedicnce. In witnetle whereof we haue herevnder
fubfcribedour names (ape(od 11, ofl?mm&craad:"ymc
of theraigneof our foveraigneLord KingLanE sy ¢ 5?.
land, France,and Ireland 1 8. andof Scorland 54. Anno Do-

610, :
”q'i:cfmc day fo foonc as we could we {era-thore 1 5. or
36. men, well arined, with fometofetch wood, for we had
noneleft 325 alfo to fee what the Land was, and w hat luha-
bitants they could meet with;they found ittobea fmall neck
of Land ; on this{ide « here welay isthe Zay,and che fmhcr
fidethe Sea ; the ground or earch, fand hils, wuch Iike the
Downesin Folland, but much better sthe crult of the eartha.
Spitsdepth, excellent blacke earch sall wooded with Okes,
Pines, Saifafras,Tuniper Vi Afh,Wal-

The Mayflower Compact (1620)

Before landing from the “Mayflower” the Pilgrims drew up a compact which provided for their government
during the first years of the Plymouth Colony. This copy is the text as published in John Mourts Relation
of 1622, the first account printed in England of the voyage of the Pilgrims.
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